Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


PAGE 01 NATO 05997 01 OF 02 080132Z 
71 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 IO-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-07 INR-10 L-03 NEA-10 

NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 USIA-15 TRSE-00 

SAJ-01 AEC-11 ACDA-19 OMB-01 SS-20 NSC-10 DRC-01 /157 W 

07091 1 

P R 072040Z DEC 73 

FM USMISSSION NATO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3169 

SECDEF WASHDC PRIORITY 

INFO ALL NATO CAPITALS 3553 

USMISSION GENEVA 

AMEMBASSY MADRID 

AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

USCINCEUR 

USNMR SHAPE 

USLOSACLANT 

CINCLANT 

SECRET SECTION 1 OF 2 USNATO 5997 

E.O. 11652: GDS-12/31/81 
TAGS: PFOR, NATO 

SUB J : DPC MINISTERIAL MEETING DECEMBER 7, 1973: FINAL COMMUNIQUE 

VIENNA FOR USDEL MBFR; GENEVA FOR USDEL CSCE 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF FINAL COMMUNIQUE OF THE DEFENSE 
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING AT NATO, DECEMBER 7, 1973: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE DEFENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF NATO MET IN 
MINISTERIAL SESSION ON 7TH DECEMBER, 1973 IN BRUSSELS. 

2. THE DEFENCE MINISTERS OF COUNTRIES REPRESENTED IN 
THE NUCLEAR DEFENCE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE - BELGIUM, CANADA, 
DENMARK! 1), FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, GREECE, TIALY, 
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NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, PORTUGAL, TURKEY, THE UNITED KINGDOM AND 
THE UNITED STATES - MET FIRST TO REVIEW THE NUCLEAR PLANNING 
GROUP'S ACTIVITIES DURING 1973 AND PLANS FOR FUTURE WORK. 
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FOOTNOTE (1) - REPRESENTED BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF 
DENMARK TO NATO 

3. ALL MINISTERS THEN MET AS THE DEFENCE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE. THEY FIRST DISCUSSED THE STRATEGIC SITUATION AS IT 
AFFECTS THE ALLIANCE IN THE LIGHT OF AN APPRAISAL BY THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL AND HEARD A STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
MILITARY COMMITTEE ON CURRENT TRENDS IN THE MILITARY SITUATION 
OF NATO AND THE WARSAW PACT. 

4. MINISTERS TOOK NOTE OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THE SECOND 
PHASE OF THE UNITED STATES/SOVIET TALKS ON THE LIMITATION OF 
STRATEGIC WEAPONS. THEY DISCUSSED THE SECURITY ASPECTS OF THE 
CONFERENCE ON EUROPEAN SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION NOW TAKING 
PLACE IN GENEVA. THEY WELCOMED THE OPENING OF NEGOTIATIONS 

IN VIENNA ON MUTUAL AND BALANCED FORCE REDUCTIONS IN CENTRAL 
EUROPE; THEY ALSO REITERATED THAT THE AIM OF NEGOTIATIONS IN 
VIENNA SHOULD BE TO ACHIEVE A MORE STABLE BALANCE, CONSISTENT 
WITH THE CRITERION OF UNDIMINISHED SECURITY FOR ALL MEMBERS 
OF THE ALLIANCE, AT LOWER LEVELS OF FORCES; THEY CONFIRMED THAT 
THE OVERALL MILITARY CAPABILITY OF NATO SHOULD NT BE REDUCED 
EXCEPT IN THIS CONTEXT. 

5. MINISTERS NOTED WITH CONCERN THAT, DESPITE THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE POLITICAL FIELD, THE SOVIET UNION AND HER 
ALLIES HAVE CONTINUED TO INCREASE THE SCALE OF THEIR MILITARY 
PROGRAMME AND TO STRENGTHEN AND IMPROVE THEIR FORCES IN EVERY 
FIELD. THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THIS TREND WILL BE REVERSED. 

THE SOVIET UNION NOW POSSESSES A CAPABILITY FOR THE WORLD-WIDE 
USE OF MILITARY POWER WELL IN EXCESS OF THAT NEEDED TO DEFEND 
THEIR OWN TERRITORY. MINISTERS EMPHASIZED THAT THE PLANNING 

OF NATO DEFENCES MUST BE DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE STILL GROWING 
POWER OF THE WARSAW PACT AND THE STRATEGIC SITUATION CREATED 
THEREBY. THE MINISTERS RECOGNIZED THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS TO ASSURE PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING OF THE FACTS BEARING 
ON THE MILITARY POWER OF THE WARSAW PACT AND OF THE NEED FOR 
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UNDIMINISHED DEFENCE EFFORTS ON THE PART OF THEIR NATIONS. 

6. MINISTERS DISCUSSED RECENT EVENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR THE SECURITY OF THE ALLIANCE. 

MINISTERS TOOK NOTE OF PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENTS OF THE LESSONS 
WHICH NATO MIGHT LEARN FROM THE CONDUCT AND OUTCOME OF THIS 
CONFLICT, AND RESOLVED THAT THE MATTER SHOULD BE GIVEN FURTHER 
INTENSIVE STUDY. IN THE CONTEXT OF THIS DISCUSSION ON THE 
SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST THEY NOTED WITH APPROVAL THE 
STEPS WHICH ARE BEING TAKEN TO ENSURE THE SUFFICIENCY OF 
MILITARY OIL STOCKS ESSENTIAL FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE ALLIANCE. 

7. MINISTERS DISCUSSED A REPORT ON SOME ASPECTS OF THE 
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POSSIBILITY OF SPECIALIZATION OF DEFENCE ROLES IN THE CENTRAL 
REGION PREPARED AT THEI REQUEST FOLLOWING THE INITIATIVE 
SPRING MEETING. THEY ACCEPTED THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THIS 
REPORT AND WELCOMED A STATEMENT BY THE NETHERLANDS’ MINISTER 
WITH REFERENCE TO THE REPLACEMENT OF THE F104G AIRCRAFT. THEY 
MOREOVER GAVE DIRECTIONS FOR THE STUDY TO BE EXTENDED INTO 
FURTHER FIELDS OF POSSIBLE SPECIALIZATION. 

8. MINISTERS DISCUSSED AN INTERIM REPORT ON MEASURES TO 
IMPROVE THE FLEXIBILITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE TACTICAL AIR 
FORCES IN THE CENTRAL REGION, THROUGH CHANGES IN ORGANIZATION, 
COMMAND AND CONTROL. AS AN INITIAL MEASURE, MINISTERS AGREED 
IN PRINCIPLE TO THE FORMATION OF A NEW HEADQUARTERS UNDER THE 
TITLE OF ALLIED AIR FORCES CENTRAL EUROPE, AND AGREED THAT A 
COMMANDER SHOULD BE DESIGNATED AND A LOCATION DETERMINED IN 
THE NEAR FUTURE. 

9. WITH REGARD TO MBFR, MINISTERS WELCOMED THE POSITION OF 

THE UNITED STATES THAT, GIVEN A SIMILAR APPROACH BY THEIR ALLIES, 
THEIR FORCES IN EUROPE WOULD BE MAINTAINED AND IMPROVED AND WOULD 
NOT BE REDUCED UNILATERALLY. THEY ASLO RECOGNIZED THAT THE 
MAINTENANCE OF UNITED STATES FORCES IN EUROPE AT THEIR PRESENT 
LEVEL CALLS FOR A COMMON EFFORT ON THE APRT OF THE ALLIES TO 
ACHIEVE A SOLUTION TO THE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS WHICH THE UNITED 
STATES INCURS THEREBY. 
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10. IN THIS CONNECTION MINISTERS CONSIDERED A REPORT FROM 

A SPECIAL STUDY GROUP ON THE BUDGETARY AND BALANCE OF PAYMENT 
PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE STATIONING OF UNITED STATES FORCES IN 
EUROPE AND DISCUSSED A NUMBER OF POSSIBLE MEANS OF RELIEVING 
THEM. THEY NOTED THAT STUDY HAS BEEN INITIATED ON HOW A NUMBER 
OF THESE MEASURES MIGHT BE IMPLEMENTED ON A MULTILATERAL OR 
BILATERAL BASIS. THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN ASSURED THAT THIS 
EXAMINATION WILL BE CONDUCTED ON A POSITIVE BASIS. THEY 
RECOGNIZED THE PARTICULAR EFFORT ENVISAGED BY THE FEDERAL 
REPUBLIC OF GERMANY IN THE BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS NOW IN PROGRESS 
WITH THE UNITED STATES REGARDING ARRANGEMENTS FOR OFFSETTING 
BALANCE OF PAYMENT DEFICITS ARISING FROM THE STATIONING OF 
UNITED STATES FORCES IN GERMANY. SUCH ARRANGEMENTS WILL 
REPRESENT A MAIOR CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS A COMMON SOLUTION. 

THEY EMPHASIZED THE NECESSITY FOR OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE 
ALLIANCE TO TAKE ACTIVE MEASURES TO THIS END. THEY DECLARED 
THE INTENTION OF THEIR COUNTRIES TO PARTICIPATE IN MULTIALTERAL 
SECRET 
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OR BILATERAL ARRANGEMENTS TOWARDS PROVIDING A COMMON SOLUTION 
TO THE UNITED STATES PROBLEM, AND DIRECTED THEIR STAFFS TO 
WORK ACTIVELY AND RAPIDLY TO THIS END. IN THIS CONNECTION 
SEVERAL COUNTRIES POINTED TO THE CONTRIBITION WHICH WOULD BE 
MADE TO THE UNITED STATES BALANCE OF PAYMENTS POSITION BY 
THEIR PROSPECTIVE PURCHASES OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 

1 1 . MINISTERS AGREED TO EXAMINE HOW THE SHARE OF THE 
UNITED STATES IN THE CIVIL AND MILITARY BUDGETS OF NATO AND IN 
THE INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAMME MIGHT BE SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCED. 

12. MINISTERS NOTED THE STAGE REACHED IN DETERMINING THE 
SIZE AND COST SHARING OF THE NEW (1975-1979) INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROGRAMME. THEY ALSO NOTED THAT CONSIDERATION WAS BEING GIVEN 
TO WIDENING THE ELIGIBILITY OF PROJECTS FOR FUNDING UNDER THE 
COMMON INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAMME. 

13. MINISTERS RECEIVED FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EUROGROUP 
AN ACCOUNT OF THE GROUP'S CONTINUING WORK. THEY WELCOMED 
THE SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN FORCE CAPABILITIES PLANNED FOR 
1974 AND THE RENEWED EMPHASIS BEING PLACED ON CLOSER PRACTICAL 
CO-OPERATION, PARTICULARLY IN EQUIPMENT PROCUREMENT. 

14. FINALLY, MINISTERS GAVE DIRECTIONS FOR FUTURE MILITARY 
PLANNING WITHIN THE ALLIANCE. THEY REAFFIRMED THAT THE 
FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSE OF NATO FORCES IS TO DETER AGGRESSION 

AND TO PRESERVE ALL MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE FROM ATTACK OR THREAT 
OF ATTACK FROM OUTSIDE. THEY STRESSED THAT FULFILMENT OF THIS 
PURPOSE DEPENDS ON MAINTAINING A CAPABILITY OF CONVENTIONAL, 

AS WELL AS NUCLEAR, FORCES BALANCED WITH THE WARSAW PACT. 
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15. THEY RECOGNIZED THAT THE EFFORTS MADE BY MEMBER 
COUNTRIES IN RECENT YEARS TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE THEIR FORCES 
HAVE PROVIDED NATO WITH THE BASIS OF A SUBSTANTIAL CONVENTIONAL 
CAPABILITY. BUT STRESSED THAT FURTHER IMPROVEMENT WAS STILL 
REQUIRED BEARING IN MIND THE GROWING CAPABILITY OF THE WARSAW 
PACT. IN THIS CONNECTION, THEY IDENTIFIED A NUMBER OF KEY 

AREAS IN WHICH EXTRA EFFORT WAS REQUIRED TO CORRECT CURRENT 
WEAKNESSES IN NATO DEFENCES, PARTICULARLY IN REGARD TO THE 
MODERNIZATION AND READINESS OF FORCES INAD THEIR ABILITY TO 
SECRET 

PAGE 03 NATO 05997 02 OF 02 080141Z 

OPERATE TOGETHER. THEY PLEDGED THEMSELVES TO EARLY ACTION AND 
DECISION TO REMEDY THESE WEAKNESSES AND AGREED THAT THE RESOURCES 
REQUIRED WERE WELL WITHIN THE CAPABILITY OF THE ALLIANCE TO 
PROVIDE. SPECIFICALLY THEY AGREED TO GIVE NEW IMPETUS TO THE 
PROGRAMMES TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FOR AIRCRAFT AND AIRFIELDS, 

TO IMPROVE THE ANTI- ARMOUR CAPABILITY OF NATO FORCES, AND TO 
RAISE THE LEVELS OF WAR RESERVE STOCKS. 

16. AFTER REVIEWING THE MILITARY CONTRIBUTION WHICH EACH 
COUNTRY PLANS TO MAKE TOWARDS THE COLLECTIVE SECURITY OF THE 
ALLIANCE OVER THE YEARS 1974-1978, MINISTERS APPROVED THE NATO 
FORCE PLAN FOR THIS PERIOD AND DESIGNATED THE FORCES WHICH THEIR 
COUNTRIES UNDERTAKE TO COMMIT TO NATO OVER THE COMING TWELVE 
MONTHS. 

END TEXT. RUMSFELD 
SECRET 
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